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Operations & Infrastructure Survey Recap 1 – Advocate April 2017 

By Eric Kretsch 

Over the next few months, we will be showcasing information collected from the Marina Operations and 
Infrastructure Survey. The survey, conducted in partnership with Marina Dock Age magazine, as a 
follow-up to the Annual Industry Trends Survey, asked marinas to report on topics related to marina 
operations and infrastructure. These included amenities and infrastructure provided, dredging needs, 
natural disaster impacts and employee training. A full report created by the Association of Marina 
Industries (AMI) will be available in June for purchase by both AMI members and non-members. For 
those that participated in the survey, the report will be free.  

In this article, we share just a few of the items reported on in the survey — e.g., utilities, parking, 
storage and additional amenities at marina and boatyard facilities — solely from the perspective of 
whether marinas report having these amenities on-site. Additional information on infrastructure and 
amenity age will also be included in the June report.  

Who took the survey?  

Marinas throughout the country provided responses to this survey (Fig. 1). The top 10 states 
contributing information were Florida, California, New York, Maryland, Minnesota, Texas, Washington, 
Massachusetts, North Carolina and Connecticut.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boatyards that have slips and/or dry storage comprised 37% of the survey respondents, while another 
37% came from marinas with wet slips only. Together these two respondent groups made up the 
majority of facility types contributing to the survey. Facilities that have both wet slips and dry storage 
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Figure 1 – Survey participation by waterbody  
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comprised 19% of the respondent total, while dry storage facilities and boatyards with no slips or dry 
storage comprised 6% of the survey sample.  

 

Figure 2 – Survey participation by facility type 
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Figure 3 - Share of marinas who report having various utility types on-site 
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Greater than 95% of marinas report that they provide electricity and water at their facilities. Pumpout 
facilities are provided at 81% of participant marinas, while only 34% of marinas report providing in-slip 
pumpout facilities.  

Parking 

Of the participating marinas, 98% reported having on- site parking.  

Storage 

We asked survey participants whether they had deck boxes, dry storage racks or storage buildings on-
site their facilities. Of the respondents, 53% reported having deck boxes at their facilities; while 32% 
reported having dry storage racks or storage buildings.  

Additional Amenities  

 

Of responding marinas and boatyards, 92% reported providing decking at their facility to marina 
customers. A smaller percentage reported providing picnic and seating areas, Wi-Fi and a ship’s store. 
Meanwhile, 59% reported providing laundry facilities.  

The Marina Operations and Infrastructure Survey final report will provide more information on 
infrastructure and amenity age as well as information on other aspects of marina operations and 
infrastructure. As mentioned earlier, the report will be available for purchase in early June and those 
who complete the survey will receive a free copy. If you have questions, please contact Eric Kretsch 
at ekretsch@marinaassociation.org or 202-350-9623.  
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